EDIACARA
a window into deepest, primordial time

Ediacara is a collaboration between composer Constantine Koukias (AUS/NETH) and pianist
Gabriella Smart (AUS). An immersive 60' work for piano and diverse media, it is inspired by the
discovery in the Flinders Ranges, South Australia of one of the oldest life forms on the planet,
the Ediacara, which lived over 550 million years ago. So unique are these fossils that
geologists had to revise their time-line of the Earth’s history, identifying a new era called the
Ediacaran period.
A deep silence pervades the fossil site, which is characterised by vast horizons, ancient hills
and a primeval landscape originally shaped by sea. Scientists say the Ediacara fossils are the
first animals; when smothered by sand, they were fossilised as mineral ‘death-mask imprints’.
Other than bird sounds and the occasional aeroplane, this silence is primordial.*
The sonic world of Ediacara reflects this vast landscape on the edge of the Australian desert.
Koukias re-imagines a primordial sonic world with manipulated piano preparations and
electronics to create resonating sounds in cascading waves. The piano as we know it is
reinvented, its resonance reflecting a haunting, fragile sound world. Koukias is critically
acclaimed for his striking operatic visual design. In Ediacara he creates an immersive
experience, with the pianist stimulating visual effects triggered through her live performance.
Research Site visit South Australia 2019 video:
https://ihosamsterdam.com/projects/primordial/
Examples of Constantine Koukias' opera can be found on IHOS Amsterdam:
www.ihosamsterdam.com
Ediacara is a visceral listening experience that can be performed indoors with staged lighting,
or outdoors against chosen dramatic backdrops. Ediacara is being premiered in the Totally
Huge New Music Festival, Perth (Western Australia) on 21 August 2020, with subsequent
performances in Hobart and Adelaide, Australia and the Netherlands.
*We acknowledge the Adnyamathanha people of the Flinders Ranges, and recognise their continuing
connection to land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

It is their care and nurturing of this land that has kept the Ediacaran fossils intact for the last 60,000
years, and it is of great significance that the site lies close to one of the oldest trade routes in the world.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES
CONSTANTINE KOUKIAS, Composer / Producer
Constantine’s avant-garde approach to the presentation of opera has resulted in hybrid
productions such as Days and Nights with Christ, To Traverse Water, MIKROVION (Small Life
- 36 Images in a Phantom Flux of Life), The Divine Kiss, Tesla - Lightning in His Hand and
most recently The Barbarians, inspired by Constantine Cavafy’s famous poem Waiting for the
Barbarians, commissioned by the Museum of Old & New Art.
His works range from large-scale music theatre & opera to mobile installation art events. His
compositions have been always remarkable for their characteristic, mesmerising and
atmospheric qualities created by temporal, spatial and production designs. In his recent works,
exotic flavours have been introduced through Eastern timbres and melody-design.
In 1993, he was commissioned by the Sydney Opera House Trust to compose ICON, a largescale music theatre piece to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Sydney Opera House. Music
theatre works include Kimisis – Falling Asleep, Borders, Orfeo, Rapture - Sonic Taxi
Performance, Schwa – The Neutral Vowel, Antigone and The Da Ponte Project. Prayer Bells,
which draws on traditions of Latin, Hebrew and Byzantine chant, had its USA premiere at the
Chicago Cultural Centre.
In 2004, he was awarded a Sir Winston Churchill Fellowship. His Incantation II for soprano and
digital delay won the International Valentino Bucchi Vocal Prize in Rome in 1997. His design
credits include the internationally acclaimed Odyssey and Medea.
Gabriella Smart, piano
http://www.soundstream.org.au & http://www.gabriellasmart.com
‘…the fearless Gabriella Smart pounding, caressing and cajoling beautiful and extraordinary
sounds from the piano…’ - The Australian
GABRIELLA SMART is a leading advocate of new music in Australia with sustained
contribution over 25 years through performance, improvisation, collaborative composition,
commissioning and curation. She is the recipient of three prestigious awards in 2019: The
Paris Residency and an Artist Grant from The Australia Council for the Arts, and a South
Australian Government Creative Fellowship. In 2018, she was awarded a Prelude Composer
Residency (Australia) and a UNESCO City of Music residency in Katowice, Poland. Previously,
Gabriella is the recipient of a Churchill Fellowship (2010), national Helpmann Award (2009),
and Ruby Award for Best Event in South Australia in 2009. With a background as a multiaward winning pianist specialising in classical and new music, Gabriella has performed
extensively in Australia and internationally, premiering over forty new works for solo piano in
Australia, Europe and China.
She has performed in the Sydney, Melbourne, Perth and Adelaide International Festivals,
MONA MOFO, TURA (Perth) and in Europe and China (Forbidden Palace Beijing, Shanghai
Conservatory, Lyceum Theatre Shanghai). In 2010, she represented Australia at the World
Expo in Shanghai. Gabriella has given numerous live and recorded broadcasts for ABC
Classic FM. She was awarded a PhD in Music from the University of Adelaide in 2018, with
publications on new music, curation and Australian musical history. In 2015 Gabriella
established Titjikala Music with Titjikala Community (NT), an Arts for Health project.

CONSTANTINE KOUKIAS, EXAMPLES OF PREVIOUS OPERAS:
To Traverse Water depicts a young Greek woman's departure for Australia and her settlement
there. Her tale is loosely based on that of Koukias’ mother.
Design & Music by Constantine Koukias, Photos by Ann E. Wullf
Part 1 – Flooding of warehouse, travelling to Australia 1956

Part 2 – Arriving in Australia, Garden with Hills Hoist 1956

The Barbarians, which was commissioned by the Museum of Old and New Art and inspired
by Constantine Cavafy's poem Waiting for the Barbarians, premiered in Hobart in 2012 as part
of the MONA FOMA festival. It was nominated for a Helpmann Award for Best New Opera.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_fMI9yY79w&t=25s
Olegas is an opera based on the life of Lithuanian-born Tasmanian wilderness
photographer Olegas Truchanas. Truchanas drowned in the Gordon River as the flood waters
were rising on nearby Lake Pedder.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mLvjJAF8_E&t=231s
Backwards From Winter is a new multimedia (video/electronic music) monodrama for
soprano, electric cello, computer music, and video—a collaboration between librettist Juanita
Rockwell and composer Douglas Knehans, Designer / Director – Constantine Koukias. The
work has two premieres, New York and Australia, featuring separate productions and casts.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSayswbp-JQ
Kimisis - Falling Asleep is a gallery-style installation work celebrating a Great Feast of the
Eastern Orthodox Church which commemorates the Dormition - the "falling asleep", or death
and assumption into Heaven - of Mary, the mother of Christ.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfDHuoueCxo

Tesla – Lightning in His Hand is a large-scale opera about Serbian American engineer and
inventor Nikola Tesla (1856 - 1943), composed by Constantine Koukias with libretto by
Marianne Fisher.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3ypjddkYlM
Within a Prayer at Lamplighting by Constantine Koukias for piano, electronics and glass
rods (Commissioned by Gabriella Smart with assistance from the Australia Council for the Arts)
This link includes a photo of Smart performing at the ruined church in Port Arthur Penitentiary.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cqPSYphT5c
Gabriella Smart (these videos are all accessed on one page of her website):
Inner Cities 1 by Alvin Curran, a five-hour cycle for solo piano, performed in Bonython Hall,
University of Adelaide
https://gabriellasmart.com/watch/
UnPiano Trio (Derek Pascoe (AUS/UK) saxophone, Johannes S Sistermanns (GER) voice,
Gabriella Smart piano) in Z Ward, NTSA.
https://vimeo.com/369222789
Inner Cities 10 by Alvin Curran, a five-hour cycle for solo piano, Soundstream Concert Series
(2014)
https://gabriellasmart.com/watch/
Music for a Summer Evening (Makrokosmos 111) Mvt. 1: Nocturnal Sounds (The
Awakening) Elder Hall
Tamara Anna Cislowska and Gabriella Smart, pianos
Amanda Grigg and Andrew Penrose, percussion
https://gabriellasmart.com/watch/

Picnic at Broken Hill by Jon Rose. This work was commissioned as part by Gabriella as part
of her Ph.D. project, Of Broken Trees and Elephant Ivories: commissioning and curating twelve
composers to write new works inspired by the colonial piano in Australia. Jon's work is inspired
by the Afghan cameleers who transported the first piano to Alice Springs from Oodnadata on
the back of a camel. He focuses on the true story of a shooting that occurred in Broken Hill on
1 January 1915 by two Afghan ex-cameleers, who shot several miners and their families as a
protest against Australia's invasion of a fellow Muslim country (Turkey).
In the work can be heard the narrated suicide texts of the two men, and the piano score is a
direct notated version of these texts, transcribed through midi.
https://gabriellasmart.com/listen/ (no. 15)

CONSTANTINE KOUKIAS’ WEBSITE
https://ihosamsterdam.com/

GABRIELLA SMART’S WEBSITE
https://gabriellasmart.com/

