2019 SOUNDSTREAM EMERGING COMPOSERS’ FORUM
September 19 - 22, 2019

CALL FOR SCORES
Soundstream invites Australian emerging composers to participate in the
2019 Soundstream Emerging Composers’ Forum (ECF), September 19 22. The ECF provides emerging composers with professional
mentorship, public performance, recording and audience exposure to
their music.
The 2019 ECF will focus on site-specific music making, inspired by the
unique surroundings of Aldinga Beach Conservation Park (SA),* and
music making around found objects. Selected participants will be
mentored by three composer performers of international renown: Erik
Griswold (USA/AUS), Catherine Milliken (GER/AUS), and Vanessa
Tomlinson (AUS).
Emerging composers are invited to apply who have particular interest in
any of the following:
·

Site -specific, environmental music making

·

Music making with found objects

·

Graphic, notated and text scores

·

Composer as performer/improviser

·

Exploring collaborative composition

Over the 4-day workshop, mentees will be immersed in collaborative
music making guided by the mentors, who are highly respected in this
field. As part of the Forum, the mentors will present their collaborative
work "Opera of Objects" (2018).
"Opera of Objects" is a collaborative sound making experiment
investigating the very skin of the chosen objects, their texture, sounds,
whispers and how they encourage memory, reflection and imagination.
The operatic form arose from a merging of theatrical, musical, sound,
action and installative aspects. The Opera was developed
collaboratively including the texts for the Libretto by Craig Foltz. The
Libretto became an intrinsic point of abstraction as well as reengagement with the narrative, the objects, their roles and our
imagination.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bl89_pdYr4c
All applicants must submit a proposal for a found object(s) and/or site
specific work (see details regarding the site) for a variable group of
people (ranging from solo to group). If accepted, the mentees will
develop their proposal further and subsequently workshop and rehearse
this new work for performance (which may include the involvement of
the mentors and mentees present) during the Forum in September.
Selected mentees will be provided with a document outlining
background information on the Aldinga Scrub, including its history as
part of the nation of the Kaurna people, its geological history and the
native flora and fauna.

Instrumentation
Instrumentation is fluid, depending on the composer performers who
apply, with the following confirmed instrumentation:
Oboe
Percussion - vibraphone and drum kit
Piano/Prepared piano/Toy piano (37 keys, F-F)
Synthesizer
Electronics

THE FORUM WILL OCCUR IN THREE STAGES:
Stage 1: Call for scores (deadline Friday 1st March 2019)
Stage Two – Selected participants notified (Monday 1st April 2019)
Stage Three – Workshops and Performance in Adelaide (Thursday
19th September – Sunday 22nd September 2019)
Selected mentees will be brought to Aldinga Beach, SA during this
period to participate in the Forum. Following workshops and rehearsals,
there will be a performance of the composers’ works, either as part of a
collaborative work and/or as separate works, on Sunday 22nd
September. The performance will be recorded for broadcast on ABC
Classic FM and composers will receive a digital version of this recording.

ECF Mentoring composers:
Erik Griswold (USA/AUS) www.erikgriswold.org
Catherine Milliken (GER/AUS) www.cathymilliken.com
Vanessa Tomlinson (AUS) www.vanessatomlinson.com

ENTRY PROCEDURE:
Eligibility:
The Forum is open to Australian citizens and permanent residents who
are in the first five years of their professional practice and/or studying at
Post-graduate level.
Application materials:
- All materials must be clearly labeled with your name.
- All materials must be lodged via email.

What to send:
1) A porfolio of 2 original composition scores and recordings via URL
link/s
2) A proposal in text or musical form for a found object and/or site
specific work. The proposal can take the form of a description of an idea
(musical or otherwise) or of a particular imagined approach. If accepted,
the mentees will develop their proposal according to additional
information (including possible instrumentation) and subsequently
workshop and rehearse their new work for performance during the
Forum in September.
3) A file in PDF or Word format containing:
• Your full name, postal address, telephone number and email
address, and if available, your website.
• A short biography (no more than 100 words) including significant
mentors and achievements.
4) Proof of Australian citizenship or Residence – please include a
scanned copy of proof.

All materials must be sent via e-mail to: info@soundstream.org.au
Deadline: All materials must be received by email on or before
midnight AEST, Friday 1st March 2019. Incomplete applications that
do not comply with the requirements stated in items 1-3 above will not
be considered. All compliant applications will be acknowledged.
Notification of selected composers: Applicants will be notified of the
result of their application, via e-mail, by Monday 1st April 2019. The
number of composers selected is at the discretion of the Selection
Committee.
Workshop and performance dates: Thursday 19th September –
Sunday 22nd September 2019. ONLY COMPOSERS WHO ARE
ABLE TO BE PRESENT AT THE FORUM DURING THIS PERIOD
WILL BE CONSIDERED.

Soundstream will provide:
•

Participants’ return domestic airfare to Adelaide from the
applicant's nearest capital city.

•

Accommodation from 19- 22 September to attend the Forum.
Composers will not be covered for the cost of meals and other
incidentals.

Acceptance: By entering their works within the deadline at the address
below, the Applicant agrees to abide by the requirements of the
Emerging Composers Forum and the decisions of the Selection
Committee. No legal action can be undertaken against the organizers.
Enquiries:
Gabriella Smart, AD, Soundstream
info@soundstream.org.au
Website: www.soundstream.org.au

Broadcast Partner

*Aldinga Scrub Reservation Park
(from National Parks South Australia website)
https://www.parks.sa.gov.au/find-apark/Browse_by_region/Fleurieu_Peninsula/aldinga-scrubconservation-park#about
Aldinga Scrub Conservation Park, 60 minutes' drive from Adelaide, is home to
a diverse range of rare plants and is recognised as a significant area for the
conservation and protection of the region's flora and fauna. Situated in the
Willunga sub-basin, Aldinga Scrub features an impressive backdrop of sand
dunes, sand blows (mobile dunes) and remnant coastal vegetation.
Lacy coral lichen, nardoo, hairy sedge and several species of orchids are
among the park's rare species of flora. Short-beaked echidnas, lizards, bats
and a diverse range of birds are also endemic to the park.
Aldinga Scrub was part of the territory of the Kaurna people who used the
area during the summer months. The scrub yielded a rich and bountiful
supply of food and materials used for utensils. Shellfish, fish, marsupials,
reptiles, birds and plant foods such as nardoo, muntries, yams and
quandongs were abundant.
Aldinga Scrub is situated in an area known as the Willunga sub-basin. This
was formed by red clays being washed down from the Willunga Hills over
several thousand years. Sands from the ocean floor have been deposited
over the clays and an older red marine sand deposit.
Mobile sand dunes known as ‘sand blows’ occur along the western boundary
of the park. These mobile dunes are backed by semi-stabilised sand dune
ridges which reach up to 35 metres high. Further inland, stabilised dunes up
to ten metres high alternate with swales to form an undulating sand plain.
The first European settler in the area was Mr F Culley in 1857. Before World
War I the scrub was subdivided and several attempts were made to farm the
area. Because of the sandy soils, farming did not prove viable.
In the 1960s the Willunga Council became concerned that subdivision of the
area would cause erosion. Between 1965 and 1982, 300 hectares were
purchased at Aldinga to be managed by the State Planning Authority as an
Open Space Reserve. In 1985 the reserve was declared Aldinga Scrub
Conservation Park.

